
FR ANCIS W. PARKER KOVLER FAMILY LIBR ARY
TR ANSFORMATION OF JK-12 PRIVATE PREP SCHOOL LIBR ARY IN CHICAGO’S LINCOLN PARK NEIGHBORHOOD

CLIENT Francis W. Parker School | LOCATION Chicago, Illinois (Lincoln Park) | SIZE 10,800 sf

RECOGNITION
Desiring Learning By Design Outstanding Project Award (Spring 2020); Education Snapshots (May 2020); 

American School & University  Educational Interiors Showcase – Outstanding Design/Libraries & Media Centers (August 2020); 

Spaces4Learning Education Design Showcase – Honorable Mention (Fall 2020)

PROJECT SCOPE
Desiring to promote their progressive form of education with an equally innovative library space, this historic private school in the Lincoln Park neighborhood 
of Chicago undertook a complete renovation of its outdated facility.  To facilitate the exploration of the school’s learning ecology, Eckenhoff Saunders was 
joined by 180 Studio, who employed a variety of workshops and charrettes to conceive a space that provides students, educators, and the community a 
setting conducive to collaborative and experiential learning. 

Upon entering, operable partitions blur the line between corridor and library, welcoming the community to join in the activities occurring within and engag-
ing the underused circulation space as an active learning zone. Organized along a freeform millwork “tree” that folds organically through the space first as 
ceiling, then floor, then furnishing; diverse learning spaces are united through the use of the warm wood tones and colorful tiles, extending and evolving 
the familiar campus palette. Design features like mobile book stacks, operable walls, tables, and open seating create flexibility for large group gatherings. 
Throughout the library are built-in device charging stations and media hubs, which double as decentralized locations for librarians to assist students through 
their learning experience.


